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Excerpt from Legends of Old Honolulu:
Collected and Translated From the
HawaiianThe legends of a people are of
interest to the scholar, the thinker, and the
poet.The legends tell us of the struggles,
the triumphs, and the wanderings of the
people, of their thoughts, their aspirations;
in short, they give us a twilight history of
the race.As the geologist finds in the rocks
the dim records of the beginnings of life on
our planet, the first foreshadowings of the
mighty forests that have since covered the
lands, and of the countless forms of animal
life that have at last culminated in Man, so
does the historian discover in the legends
of a people the dim traces of its origin and
development till it comes out in the
stronger light of the later day.So it is with
the legends of the Hawaiians, or of the
Polynesian race. We see them, very
indistinctly, starting from some distant
home in Asia, finally reaching the Pacific
Ocean, and then gradually spreading
abroad over its islands till they dominate a
large portion of its extent.About the
PublisherForgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic
books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.comThis book is a
reproduction of an important historical
work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the
work, preserving the original format whilst
repairing imperfections present in the aged
copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the
original, such as a blemish or missing page,
may be replicated in our edition. We do,
however, repair the vast majority of
imperfections successfully; any
imperfections that remain are intentionally
left to preserve the state of such historical
works.
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